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a definite solution of the questions involved being arrived
at in advance, will result in serious local disorders which,
all agree, will spread to Kurdistan, Mesopotamia and
Palestine, and perhaps to the entire Moslem world.
The Arabs will not accept this agreement, there will be
conflict with the French along the coast and the shadowy
border between the Syrian Hinterland and the Syrian
Littoral. There will be a serious danger of a massacre of
native Catholics of Damascus, Horns, Hameh and Aleppo.
All competent observers are agreed that this conflict would
spread to Mesopotamia; it is believed that the Arabs would
then throw in their lot with the Turkish rebels and that in
a short time the entire Near East would be engaged in a
conflict with the Allies.
On September 27th Yale went to London to find out for
himself the minimum demands of the British, the Arabs, and the
Zionists. He had interviews with Ambassador Davis; Rustum
Haidor, the Syrian Representative of the Hedjaz Government;
Colonel Gribbon of the British Staff Intelligence; Mr. Wickham
Steed, editor of The Times; the Emir Feisal; Colonel Cornwallis;
Colonel Stirling; Dr. Gaster, one of the extreme Zionists;
D. G. Hogarth; Jules Cambon, the French Ambassador; Colonel
Lawrence; Lord Robert Cecil; Sir Henry McMahon; Mr.
Garvin; Field-Marshal Lord Allen by; General Nuri Said and
Rustum Haidor; and Colonel Watson.
The following are the most significant points of the interviews.
Colonel Gribbon of the Staff Intelligence of the War Office said
that 'every promise made by Colonel Lawrence to the Arabs
will be brushed aside'.
Mr. Steed told me that the latter part of Col. Lawrence's
recent letter to The Times, in regard to British-Arab Agree-
ments, ^he had suppressed. Mr. Steed said that Lawrence
had written that he had been led to believe that the British
Government meant to live up to its promises to the Arabs,
and that it was because of this belief he had encouraged the
Arabs. He wished to inform the Arabs and thfe British
public that he ^ regretted what he had done because the
Government evidently had no intention of living up to the
promise it had authorised him to make to the Arabs.